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PubMed Central
I am pleased to announce that as of 1st January 2008,
HPB can now be accessed on PubMed Central. I
would like to thank the contributors to HBP, the
Editorial Board and members of the IHPBA for their
patience with this process. One of the things that I
have learned since I became editor of HPB, is how
frustrating and slow the publishing world can be.
Most of you will remember that I announced after the
last World Congress which was held in Edinburgh,
that PubMed Central had accepted listing of HPB.
This was on the advice that we had received at that
time from the administrators of PubMed. They had
also indicated that there would be some minor
technical issues that would need to be sorted out
before the listing would occur. We had understood
that this would only take a month or so at most.
Unfortunately, it has taken well over a year as we are
now approaching the next World Congress of the
IHPBA which is to be held in Mumbai at the end of
February 2008.
Let me again apologise to all of the readers of HPB,
but I hope that you might understand that this delay
has been beyond the control of the Editor, the
Editorial Board or the IHPBA.
What does it mean to be now available on PubMed
Central? It means that all of the published manuscripts
in HPB shall be electronically available to researchers
who might search for them on PubMed. The way to
access the manuscripts is to go to PubMed in the
usual way and then to go to the PubMed Central tab.
This will then open a window which will list all of the
Journals which are accessed by PubMed Central. You
will note that most of the prestigious Journals are
listed here.
HPB is one of the Journals that are listed and when
you open the HPB site, you will note, that all of the
manuscripts dating back to Volume 3 are listed.
Full text copies of the manuscripts are available via
PubMed Central which gives an excellent opportunity
for exposing to the world, the work that is published in
our Journal.
Listing in PubMed Central does not mean indexing
in Medline. This will be a separate process which will
come under review in the next 12 months or so.
However having our manuscripts in PubMed Central
means they are readily availability to researchers
around the world and will increase their citation,
and consequently will improve our case for the final
indexing process in Medline.
I would encourage the readers of HPB to access
PubMed Central and to view all of the publications
since the first issue of Volume 3. This is a major
landmark for the Journal and I would like to take the
opportunity to thank all of those people involved in
making this possible.
This issue of the Journal will be published at
approximately the time of the 8th World Congress of
IHPBA in Mumbai. I look forward to meeting old
friends and making new friends at this important
meeting of HPB surgeons. I have had the privilege of
reviewing a number of the presentations that will be
made in Mumbai and know that this meeting will be
of the highest possible standard. There are some very
exciting new data that will be presented at the meeting
and I hope that many of these presentations shall in
turn be submitted as manuscripts to be published in
HPB.
I am looking forward to meeting as many of you as
possible in Mumbai and I will welcome your input
regarding the Journal.
Jim Toouli
Editor in Chief
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